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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The information disclosure statements filed 3/29/2004 & 1 0/08/2003 fails to 
comply with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97, 1.98 and MPEP § 609 because regarding 
the Non Patent Literature Documents they are not in proper form for the citation of 
electronic documents. Applicant should review MPEP 707.05(e) for the guidelines set 
forth for citing references retrieved from electronic resources. It has been placed in the 
application file, but the information referred to therein has not been considered as to the 
merits. Applicant is advised that the date of any re-submission of any item of 
information contained in this information disclosure statement or the submission of any 
missing element(s) will be the date of submission for purposes of determining 
compliance with the requirements based on the time of filing the statement, including all 
certification requirements for statements under 37 CFR 1.97(e). See MPEP 

§ 609.05(a). For the information disclosure statement that was filed on 3/29/2004, the 
examiner chooses to express that reference A is undated and if the examiner ever 
wishes to use reference A, it is and/or will be considered as prior art. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, "the gaming device 
being further operable to output a second set of data to an operator of the gaming 
device via an interface" must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No 
new matter should be entered. 
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Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

3. The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for 
the claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01 (o). Correction 
of the following is required: In claims 5-8, the phrase "intercepting data" is not 
mentioned in the specification and therefore does not have proper antecedent basis. 

4. There are a replete number of trademarks in this application that need to be 
attended to: Just to name a few, they are "BLUETOOTH", "NINTENDO" & "HOTBITS". 
It should be capitalized wherever it appears and be accompanied by the generic 
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terminology. Per examiner's request, the examiner would like for the applicant to review 
this application and do away with any trademark issues. 

Although the use of trademarks is permissible in patent applications, the 
proprietary nature of the marks should be respected and every effort made to prevent 
their use in any manner which might adversely affect their validity as trademarks. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claim 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Cumbers (U.S. Patent Number 6,234,900) in view of Rowe (U.S. Publication 
Number 2003/0028480). Referring to claim 1, Cumbers discloses a method, 
comprising: determining, based on information derived from a gaming device (gaming 
machine 34 shown as a slot machine), an occurrence of a predetermined event at the 
gaming device (the player puts coins or tokens into the device 34), wherein the 
information is derived without cooperation of the gaming device (camera). Cumbers 
does not disclose causing, based on the occurrence of the event, a message to be 
output to a player of the gaming device. However, Rowe teaches based on the 
occurrence of the event (player putting coins into the gaming machine 100), a message 
to be output to a player of the gaming device (paragraph 0035). It would have been 
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obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include 
displaying a message according to the occurrence, as disclosed in Rowe, incorporated 
in Cumbers in order to offer visual game display information. 

Referring to claim 2, Cumbers discloses wherein the predetermined event comprises at 
least one of: a predetermined outcome for a game play; a predetermined payout for a 
game play; a payout above a predetermined threshold; a payout below a predetermined 
threshold; a predetermined sum of payouts for a plurality of game plays; a placement of 
a predetermined wager by a player of the gaming device (where the player puts the 
coins or tokens in the device 34); a predetermined reel configuration; a play strategy 
employed by a player of the gaming device; a request by a player of the gaming device 
to cash out credits from the gaming device; entrance into a bonus round; a win of a 
bonus prize; a credit balance of the gaming device reaching a predetermined amount; 
a predetermined change in a credit balance of the gaming device; an actuation by a 
player of the gaming device of a predetermined button on the gaming device; a 
predetermined activity being performed by a player of the gaming device; and a 
presence of a predetermined number of persons within a predetermined vicinity of the 
gaming device. 

Referring to claim 3, Cumbers discloses further comprising deriving information from the 
gaming device by monitoring at least one of: data displayed on a display device of the 
gaming device; a status of a mechanical display of the gaming device; acoustical data 
output by the gaming device; actuation of a mechanism of the gaming device; selection 
of areas of a touch screen of the gaming device; wager placement at the gaming 
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device; insertion of currency into the gaming device; cashless gaming activity at the 
gaming device; output of a receipt at the gaming device; usage of a player tracking 
card reader of the gaming device (card reader for reading the player's card); an output 
of coins into a coin tray of the gaming device; vibrations emanating from the gaming 
device; at least one of electrical, electromagnetic, infrared, and radio frequency signals 
being output from or received by the gaming device; a predetermined vicinity of the 
gaming device for the presence of people; and a predetermined surface of the gaming 
device for the placement of an object on the surface. 

Referring to claim 4, Cumbers discloses wherein the data derived from the gaming 
device comprises at least one of: graphical data, acoustical data, electrical signals, 
electromagnetic signals, infrared signals (infrared scan) and radio frequency signals 
(column 5 lines 13-19). 

Referring to claim 5, as Cook et al. discloses wherein the information is derived by 
intercepting data output by the gaming device (what is displayed). 
Referring to claim 6, as Rowe teaches wherein intercepting data comprises: 
intercepting, inside a housing of the gaming device (gaming machine 100), a digital 
signal output by a processor of the gaming device (the illumination devices); the 
combination above contains this structure. The motivation is the same as claim 1 . 
Referring to claim 7, as Rowe teaches wherein intercepting data comprises: 
intercepting, along a network (gaming network) on which the gaming device is located, 
a signal output by the gaming device to another device (Fig. 1); the combination above 
contains this structure. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
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the time the invention was made to include intercepting data, as disclosed in Rowe, 
incorporated in Cumbers because this will keep each gaming machine up to date. 
Referring to claim 8, as Rowe teaches wherein intercepting data comprises: intercepting 
at least one of graphical data (graphics) and acoustical data (sound) output by the 
gaming device for the perception of a player of the gaming device (paragraph 0004). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to include at least one of graphical data and acoustical data, as disclosed in 
Rowe, incorporated in Cumbers because visual and audio components of the game 
outcome presentation may be used to draw players attention to various game features 
and to heighten the players interest in game play. 

Referring to claim 9, Cumbers discloses further comprising: deriving, without 
cooperation of the gaming device, information from the gaming device (checking to 
make sure the picture scanned in is a picture on file). 

Referring to claim 10, Cumbers discloses further comprising: providing the derived 
information to a computing device (host processor 29). 
Referring to claim 1 1, as Rowe teaches further comprising: receiving, from the 
computing device (logic device 210 that includes a processor 202), an indication of a 
message to be output to the player of the gaming device (paragraph 0035); the 
combination above contains this structure. The motivation is the same as claim 1 . 
Referring to claim 12, as Rowe teaches further comprising: outputting the message to 
the player of the gaming device; the combination above contains this structure. The 
motivation is the same as claim 1 . 
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Referring to claim 13, as Rowe teaches further comprising: determining the message to 
be output to the player of the gaming device (paragraph 0036); the combination above 
contains this structure. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to include determining a message for output to the 
player, as disclosed in Rowe, incorporated in Cumbers so that the message would 
relate to what is going on during game play. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

8 Claims 14, 17-19 & 26 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Rowe. Referring to claim 14, Rowe discloses a method, comprising: 
determining graphical data (graphics) displayed on a display (display) component of a 
gaming device (gaming machine 100); comparing the graphical data to data stored in 
memory (memory 217); determining, based on the comparing, whether a predetermined 
event has occurred at the gaming device; determining, if the predetermined event has 
occurred (audio game information), a corresponding message to be output to a player of 
the gaming device (paragraph 0026, 0035 & 0036); and causing the message 
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(paragraph 0026 & 0036) to be output on a player device (for example another gaming 
machine) associated with the player. 

Referring to claim 17, Rowe discloses wherein causing comprises: causing the 
message to be output on a portable device associated with the player (paragraph 0035). 
Referring to claim 18, Rowe discloses wherein the message comprises an offer and 
further comprising: determining whether the player has accepted the offer (audio game 
information could consist of an offer). 

Referring to claim 19, Rowe discloses wherein determining whether the player has 
accepted the offer comprises: determining whether the player has performed an activity 
at the gaming device (inserted a player tracking card), in accordance with instructions 
(paragraph 0036) included in the offer. 

Referring to claim 26, Rowe discloses an apparatus, comprising: a processor 
(processor 202), and a storage device that stores a program for directing the processor 
memory 217); the processor being operative with the program to: derive information 
from a gaming device (use of the microphone), without cooperation of the gaming 
device; determine, based on the derived information, the occurrence of a predetermined 
event at the gaming device (audio game information); and cause, based on the 
determination of the occurrence of the predetermined event, a message to be output to 
a player of the gaming device (paragraph 0026, 0035 & 0036). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 15 & 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Rowe in view of Cumbers. Referring to claims 15 & 16, Rowe discloses the method of 

claim 14. Rowe does not disclose wherein determining graphical data comprises: 

capturing the graphical data via at least one camera focused on the display component 

of the gaming device and wherein the camera is attached to the gaming device. 

However, Cumbers teaches wherein determining graphical data comprises: capturing 

the graphical data via at least one camera focused on the display component of the 

gaming device (Fig. 2) and wherein the camera is attached to the gaming device (Fig. 

2). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 

was made to include the camera focused and attached on the display of the gaming 

machine, as disclosed in Cook et al. incorporated in Rowe so the operator of the casino 

will know what the status of a player's gaming is and to prevent false identity. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

10. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 

• States. 

1 1 . Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by Cook et 
al. (U.S. Patent Number 5,766,075). Referring to claim 20, Cook et al. discloses a 
system, comprising: a first device comprising a gaming device (gaming machine 120), 
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the gaming device being operable to output a first set of data (column 4 lines 1-5) to a 
second device (slot machine 108) via a computer network (LAN 122), and the gaming 
device being further operable to output a second set of data (the indicia on the reels, 
cards, etc.) to an operator (player) of the gaming device via an interface (display screen 
of the gaming machine); a third device, the third device (card reader 123) being 
operable to receive a third set of data from the gaming device (gaming machine 120), 
wherein the third device is not operable to communicate with the gaming device via a 
computer network (Fig. 1), and wherein the third device is further operable to cause a 
message to be output to a player of the gaming device, the message being determined 
based on the gathered data (column 8 lines 1-4). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

12. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

13. Claims 21-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Cook et al. in view of Rowe. Referring to claim 21 , Cook et al. discloses the 
system of claim 20. Cook et al. does not disclose further comprising: a fourth device, 
the fourth device comprising a server for controlling the third device. However, Rowe et 
al. teaches further comprising: a fourth device (player tracking/accounting server 120), 
the fourth device comprising a server for controlling the third device (player 
tracking/accounting server 120). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
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the art at the time the invention was made to include the fourth device, as disclosed by 
Rowe, incorporated in Cook et al. in order to store player tracking account information 
such as information regarding a player's previous game play and to calculate player 
tracking points based on a player's game play that may be used as a basis for providing 
rewards to the player (paragraph 0021). 

Referring to claim 22, as Rowe teaches wherein the third device is further operable to 
provide the third set of data to the fourth device (paragraph 0024); the combination 
above contains this structure. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to include wherein the third device is further 
operable to provide the third set of data to the fourth device, as disclosed by Rowe, 
incorporated in Cook et al. in order to determine the amount a player has wagered 
during a game play session. 

Referring to claim 23, Rowe discloses wherein the fourth device is operable to: 
determine the message to be output to a player of the gaming device (Fig. 1 & 2); the 
combination above contains this structure. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include determining a 
message, as disclosed in Rowe, incorporated in Cumbers in order to give the player 
insight to what is going on during game play. 

Referring to claim 24, as Rowe teaches wherein the fourth device is further operable to: 
transmit an indication of the message to the third device, thereby instructing the third 
device to output the message to the player (Fig. 1 & 2); the combination above contains 
this structure. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
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the invention was made to include transmitting a message, as disclosed in Rowe, 
incorporated in Cook et al. in order to give the player insight to what is going on during 
game play. 

Referring to claim 25, as Rowe teaches wherein the fourth device is further operable to: 
output the message to the player (Fig. 1 & 2); the combination above contains this 
structure. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to include outputting the message, as disclosed in Rowe, 
incorporated in Cook et al. in order to offer visual game display information. 
14. Claims 27-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Rowe in view of Cook et al. Referring to claim 27, Rowe discloses an apparatus, 
comprising: a processor (processor 202); and a storage device that stores a program for 
directing the processor (memory 217), the processor being operative with the program 
to: derive a first set of data from a gaming device, wherein the first set of data is derived 
without communicating with the gaming device through a computer network (use of the 
microphone), and further wherein the gaming device (gaming machine 100) is operable 
to output via a computer network (gaming network) a second set of data (player tracking 
information) to a computing device (for example, gaming machine 101). Rowe does not 
disclose outputting a third set of data to an operator of the gaming device via an 
interface of the gaming device. However, Cook et al. teaches outputting a third set of 
data (indicia on the reels, cards, etc) to an operator (player) of the gaming device via an 
interface (display screen) of the gaming device. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include outputting a third 
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set of data, as disclosed by Cook et al., incorporated in the apparatus of Rowe because 
this will allow the player to keep up with the status of the game. 
Referring to claim 28, Rowe discloses wherein the first set of data (the voice 
commands) is mutually exclusive from the second set of data (player tracking 
information). Rowe does not disclose wherein the first set of data is mutually exclusive 
from the third set of data. However, Cook et al. teaches wherein the first set of data is 
mutually exclusive from the third set of data (what is displayed to the player on the 
display screen). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to include wherein the first set of data is mutually exclusive 
from the third set of data, as disclosed by Cook et al., incorporated in the apparatus of 
Rowe because this will allow the player to keep up with the status of the game. 
Referring to claim 29, Rowe discloses wherein the processor (processor 202) is further 
operable with the program (stored in memory 217) to: determine, based on the first set 
of data (the voice commands), the occurrence of a predetermined event (paragraph 
0036 - for example when a card has been inserted into the card reader). 
Referring to claim 30, Rowe discloses wherein the processor (processor 202) is further 
operable with the program (stored in memory 217) to: cause, based on the 
determination of the occurrence of the predetermined event (the voice commands), a 
message to be output to a player of the gaming device (paragraph 0036). 

Conclusion 

15. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Higurashi (U.S. Publication Number 2002/0022512) teaches a game machine that 
encompasses a switching operation device. 

Rafaeli (U.S. Patent Number 6,755,741) teaches a gambling game system and method 
for remotely-located players. 

Acres et al. (U.S. Patent Number 5,741 ,183) teaches a method and apparatus for 
operating networked gaming devices. 

Molnick (U.S. Patent Number 5,800,268) teaches a method or participating in a live 
casino game from a remote location. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kesha Frisby whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8774. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Wed. 7-4:30pm, Thu. 6:30- 
4pm & Fri. 7-4pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chanda Harris can be reached on 571-272-4448. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Kesha Frisby 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3715 
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PRIMARY EXAMINER 



